Pennine CC – Racing Section – Report 2013


MARATHON

The last year has remained steady – We’ve lost a few paddlers but retain a core of about a dozen, with many taking an active role in the club. We attended all of the 5 Yorks Regional Hasler races last year retaining the Yorkshire Hasler Trophy. Sadly, Derwent was cancelled due to low entries. 

Eight of us took part at the National Hasler Finals, with Colin+Kat coming 2nd in an exciting photo-finish in Div9-K2, earning them both promotion to Div7.

In fact, last year saw four paddlers promoted, and this year (so far) two more, all of our regular racers are now out of Div9, with most at Div7 and above. 

We held two races of our own with a good attendance at each – though we still need to find ways to get more to turn up. We helped Malton+Norton CC to organise/run their first Hasler race, thus adding a new race to the Yorks calendar. They have also now become regulars at most of the Yorks marathon+sprint events. 

We took 2x K2s & 2x K1s to the Conwy Ascent in June. Conditions were very testing (the worst for many years). Rob was the fastest WWR and Mal posted a good time coming 18th overall in his Sea Tourer - a very sensible choice of boat for the conditions. Colin+Kat were the fastest mixed K2, while Dave+Pete managed to sink in the Estuary and had to retire. 

PennineCC won the team trophy for the Medium course at the York River Race in July.

Colin+Kat went back for another go at the DW during the worst Easter weather on record. They were eventually beaten by the conditions and forced to retire after 67miles with Kat totally exhausted and Colin hypothermic. When we loaded their boat onto the car it was covered in a layer of ice, the rudder was frozen (& off-centre) and their pogies were rock-hard. They weren’t alone – this year’s race saw a very high attrition rate.
Many members (eg Col, Kat, Mal, Steve) are also competing in some out of region events

Rob has now moved to Northampton but is planning to attend all of the Midlands Hasler Races as a Pennine CC member – thus helping to ‘fly our flag’. 

Pete is doing the same by attending a series of races at Harefield, getting a link to the website posted alongside his results. 

SPRINT
There were 5 National Sprint Regattas in 2012 held at Holme Pierrepont in Nottingham. Only a handful of Pennine club members attended these events but good results were achieved by all.

· Rob competed in K1 over 200m & 500m at all five events and at 1000m in September.  

· Robyn also competed at all five meets in the Paddle-ability class with some fantastic results including 3rd place in 200m & 500m in April, 2nd place in 500m in May and in July she teamed up with a fellow paddler from Newark KC to take 3rd place in K2 200m.

· Colin+Kat attended their first ever sprint regatta in May where they competed in a K4 along with Dave Jefferies, and Ben Nelson from Stoke.

· In July Colin won the 1000m final and came 2nd in the 500m final.  

· July also saw the most crew boat entries of the season for Pennine with Colin+Dave making it to the final of the 500m K2 race and then being joined by Katrina and Joe Brown to compete in a K4.

· At the end of the 2012 season, Pennine were ranked 34th out of 50 clubs.

 

The 2013 sprint season kicked off in April with Robyn being the only Pennine member to brave the horrendous wind. We hope that the regatta in May will see a much better turn out from Pennine with Steve Kitson, Stuart Strathdee, John Gilbert and Colin & Katrina Skeath entering a variety of races.  With only 4 regattas being held this year, we hope that we can make a good show in June and September as well.  

Nathan Strathdee was the fastest junior in all three distances at the recent York Sprint meeting at Roundhay Park.  

 

Marathon + Sprint – Plans for the coming year
Plans for the coming year include:-

· Take squad(s) to the Conwy Ascent & York River Race

· Attend all Regional races and the Hasler Finals 

· Retain Hasler Trophy & York River Race Trophy

· Increase the squad in terms of Div9 + Lightning paddlers. 

· Increase interest/attendance at National Sprints

· Increase interest/attendance at Yorks Sprints

· Host a Yorks region Sprint event in August. 

· Plan/train for DW-2014 ( Colin+Kat , Dave+Pete , John(K1) )

· Attend some of the longer distance K2 races (eg Trent / Ross Warland)

· And, of course, grow our presence + capability at Walkers in Mirfield.

SUMMARY 

A good year with limited numbers and resources. We all do our best to make sure that people know we exist - and with some reasonable successes along the way. 
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